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jJso be disbursed in order to confirm Moslems in their faith,
or to enlist the military assistance of a Moslem people
against those infidels or Moslems who refuse (mani') to
pay zak&tj who, being near that people, can be best
brought to submission by them. Al-Mawardi* says that
although it is not allowed to give the infidels from the zakat
in order to draw them into Islam, it is lawful to give them
funds for that purpose from the fa'y, from the share of
masQlih. Malik says that these people were given a share
only when Islam was still weak, and that in his own time
Islam was strong and did not stand in need of financial
backing, as it did in the days of the Prophet when the Mos-
lems were few and their enemies many and strong. Malik
arrived at this view by using his method of istislah* Ac-
cording to later Malikites,3 the divine prescription concern-
ing this share is still in force and consequently zakat may
be disbursed to unbelievers provided it is known that this
will lead to* their embracing Islam.

The controversy on this subject has largely turned on the
question whether it was possible to abrogate a point of law
established by the Koran and continued in force until the
death of the Prophet by means of an ijmaf after his death.
Those who believed in the abrogation of the Koran and the \
sunnah by an ijmaf after the Prophet's death, saw no diffi- ;
culty in the matter. But those who believed the contrary,
had to tax their resources to find a justification for it.
Thus some say that it is not a case of abrogation by ijmaf,
but one of lapse of a value on account of the termination
of its cause. One Hanifite doctor expresses the view that
in the time of the Prophet the share was given in order to

1 P. 212.

2 Ibn Rushd, B., p. 251; cf. Mudawwanah, p. 57.

3 Kharashi, p. 121.